
NOMINATION of  JULIA JAMES as a FELLOW of  ACKMA

Julia James has had a long and distinguished career as 
a caver, cave scientist, and more recently in 
management of karst through her membership of such 
bodies as the Jenolan Caves Scient i f ic and 
Environmental Advisory Committee, NSW Karst 
Management Advisory Committee and the Greater Blue 
Mountains World Heritage Area Advisory Committee.
She was Senior Vice-president (1989-97) and President 
(1997-2001) of the International Union of Speleology 
(IUS). Since 2001 she has been Honorary Life President 
of IUS. She is the only person of her gender to have 
served in these positions. She has been an office bearer 
in a number of other speleological organisations, and 
has been an editor of Helictite.
She has supervised some 35 Doctorate, Masters and 
Honours students – about half on cave and karst 
subjects. She has also carried out many consultancies 
in Australia and overseas on karst related matters.
Julia is the author of some 200 published papers, 
numerous book chapters and the editor of a number of 
books as well as many consultancy reports. Notable 
among the consultancies demonstrat ing her 
contribution to cave and karst management are:

Julia has a particular interest in the management of 
Jenolan Caves, where she has provided specialist advice 
to various cave management authorities over at least 
three decades. This interest, or perhaps love, continues 
to the present day as is evident through her on-going 
involvement with the Jenolan Caves Survey Program.       

Apart from Julia’s technical expertise and broad-based 
experience in karst management, she has mentored and 
provided practical support to many aspiring karst 
managers and scientists. In this way she has helped to 
build a network of karst practitioners who are not only 
aware of, and understand, the issues surround 
sustainable karst management, but have a genuine 
respect for these unique environments.   

Based on Julia James significant contributions to the 
conservation, management and promotion of karst over 
many decades, at both a national and international 
level, I would like to nominate her as a fellow of the 
ACKMA.  My nomination is seconded by Stephen 
Meehan, Manager of the NSW Karst and Geodiversity 
Unit.  

Nominated by: Andy Spate
Seconded by: Stephen Meehan on behalf of the Karst 
and Geodiversity Unit NSW NPWS 

EDITORIAL
FELLOW

• Caves and Karst of Lukwi; A report for Ok Tedi Mining Ltd., With B. Pawih, D.J. Martin, G.B. Smith, P. 
Nieuwendyk and M. Bonwick (1985).

• Lukwi Caves, May Speleological Investigations; A report for Ok Tedi Mining Ltd., With B.
Pawih, D.J. Martin, G.B. Smith, P. Nieuwendyk, M. Bonwick and M.B. Slade (1985).
A Preliminary Speleological Study of Harvey Creek Cave Spring; A report  to Ok Tedi Mining Ltd., Tabubil, Papua 
New Guinea(1986).

• A Speleological Study of Harvey Creek Cave Spring; A Report to Ok Tedi Mining Ltd, Tabubil, Papua New 
Guinea. With A.T. Warild, E.J. Cochrane and M. Bonwick (1987).

• Burdekin Falls Dam - Chemical Surface Deposits and Water Analyses. Privileged document forthe Crown 
Solicitor of Queensland (1988).

• A Heritage Assessment: Slaven Cave. A report for the Electricity Commission of NSW. With S. Mclntyre (1988).
• Geochemistry and Mineralogy of Slaven Cave. A report for the Electricity Commission of NSW. (1988).
• World Heritage significance of karst  and other land forms in the Nullarbor region. A report  to theCommonwealth 

Department  of  the Arts, Sport, the Environment and Territories, 1992 With A.G. Davey, M.R.Gray, K.G.Grimes, 
E. Hamilton-Smith, and A.P.Spate (1992).

• World Heritage significance of The Lunnan Stone Forest, Yunnan China. A report to Stone
Forest Management (1995).

• Tietken's Plain Karst  - Maralinga. Australian Radiation Laboratory special publication. With G.A. 
Williams(1989).

• Occupational Exposure to Radon in Australian Tourist  Caves: an Australia-wide Study of RadonLevels. Report 
of  Worksafe Australia Research Grant (93/0436). With S. B. Solomon, R. Langroo, J. R. Peggie, R. G. Lyons 
(1996).
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